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Spreading the word at the 2026 Tideswell Food Festival

This is Tideswell & District Environment Group’s (TDEG) seventh annual report, covering the
period July 2025 — July 2026. There is some official’ information in here, but this is mainly a
celebration of the activities of the group over the last twelve months, and a thank you to
everyone who has contributed to our activities and supported us over the year.

The aim of the Tideswell & District Environment Group is to share

information and work together to improve the local and global
environment
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1. Thank You — A message from the TDEG Committee

The TDEG Committee would like to thank everyone who has supported our work and got involved with our
activities over the past year. We have some wonderful volunteers who give up their time regularly to ensure
events such as the Repair Café, the Library of Things and litter picking all work successfully. We also have
teams of local members surveying and looking after our wildlife, and helping nature to recover.

Much of our work is about working in partnership with others. We’ve worked closely with other groups in our
area, including our local cubs and scouts, and several of our youth clubs and school groups. Many local
landowners have responded to our calls to implement positive improvements for the environment on their
own sites. We would also like to thank the new Village Voice team for continuing to provide us with an
opportunity to share our news and forthcoming activities.

We have been supported with both advice and funds by other agencies, including the Bingham Trust, the
Better Derbyshire Dales Fund, Tideswell & District Community Association, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust,
Derbyshire Dales District Council, and the Derbyshire Council for Voluntary Services. We remain affiliated to
the FoE and receive support and advice from them when applicable.

We thank you all.

Please Join Us

Please join us if you are interested in the environmental issues which affect the future of this wonderful
planet and our local area. It’s free to join - just click on our web site — https://tdeq.org.uk/join-us/ and sign
up to as many of our project groups as you wish. You will also receive our quarterly TDEG newsletters and
updates.

You can also follow us on our Facebook page and share environmental news and information — Tideswell
& District Environment Group .



https://tdeg.org.uk/join-us/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/394196491236274
https://www.facebook.com/groups/394196491236274

2. TDEG and our Project Groups need you

The main work of TDEG is carried out by our wonderful project groups and volunteers. The activities of
each project group are organised by a “project group co-ordinator’, who organises and enables their group
activities. They receive a lot of support from other members and our TDEG committee. The Climate Action
Group and the Recycling Group are currently without co-ordinators. If anyone is particularly interested in
these issues, or would like to focus on another environmental issue, please get in touch with us.

Whilst the project groups do lots of interesting and enjoyable things, it is
also essential to have an over-arching committee to run a group like
TDEG effectively and fairly. Our committee keeps an eye all our activities
to ensure that everything we do is in line with our aims and values. The
committee also plans our quarterly public meetings, is responsible for
grant applications and manages our accounts.

The committee is made up of our honorary officers and our project group co-ordinators. However, we have
been without a Chair for most of 2025-26, and several of the committee have had to cover this role along
with everything else they do. The Chair is a very straightforward role and works closely with our secretary
and other committee members. But the Chair is also an important figurehead for TDEG.

If you are interested in any of these roles, do please get in touch via our email — info@tdeg.org.uk.

3. TDEG Successes

We now have over 230 registered members on our mailing list and 580 people following us on our group
Facebook page. We are encouraged by how many local people are interested and engaged in our activities.
We hope our web site (https://tdeg.org.uk/) reaches more people and encourages more involvement from
everyone. These are just some of the activities we would like to celebrate in 2025/26.

Tideswell Library of Things

Our new Library of Things is flourishing! Libraries of Things (LoTs) aim to loan items to members of their local
community, promoting a sharing economy. These items include DIY tools, garden machinery, kitchen
appliances, camping gear, event equipment and useful household items.

The benefits of borrowing items, rather than owning them, include reducing
manufacturing and material usage, waste and carbon emissions. We also
save money and ensure items get a full life of use (rather than being stuck in
a garden shed).

;m\“@g We now have 60 members signed up to borrow items and over 120 items to

\ loan. We are averaging almost 20 loans per month. The most requested
Borrow, don't Buy! items have included carpet cleaners and hedge trimmers. You can read more
about how the LoT operates on our web site here.
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mailto:info@tdeg.org.uk
https://tdeg.org.uk/
https://tdeg.org.uk/library-of-things/

Our LoT is run entirely by volunteers. We
have ten active volunteers, but we would
still like more. Most volunteers end up doing
around just two shifts per month. If you'd
like to help, please email wus:
tidzalot@gmail.com.

The LoT team held a special "Grand
Opening" in June. Our local MP, district
councillors and others who have supported
the development of the LoT, as well as local
residents, came along to learn more about
how the LoT operates.

The LoT team at the Undercroft, Tideswell Sports Pavilion
Tideswell Repair Café

Our Repair Café continues to flourish. All our repairers, our meet and greeters, and our refreshments team
give their time for free. People make donations for their fixes, and their cuppas and homemade cakes. Thank
you to everyone who has supported us. You can find out more about the Repair Café and how it works here.
If you'd like to volunteer as a helper or repairer please email us - repaircafe@tdeg.org.uk .
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The textile team have a busy morning Our MP, John Whitby, watching repairs to his
clock by TPot on his recent visit

Our Repair Café is firmly on national and international maps. As a member of Repair Café International and
a supporter of the Restart Project, we add our voice to bigger campaigns nationally and internationally. The
Right to Reuse and Repair declaration was recently signed by our Derbyshire Dales MP, John Whitby, when
he accepted our invitation to attend a Repair Café event. The declaration demands that manufacturers design
repairability into consumer products to lengthen their lives and thus lighten the impact on family finances and
cut waste going to landfill.

We can get a good idea of the environmental benefits of our Repair Café using the national Restarters web
site. Based on the 44 events held since we opened, we have prevented 1,985kg of waste and 15,132kg of
CO2 emissions — impressive!



mailto:tidzalot@gmail.com
https://tdeg.org.uk/tideswell-district-repair-cafe/
mailto:repaircafe@tdeg.org.uk

More Ethical Consumer projects

Every month at our Repair Café events, we also host several other important initiatives to provide
opportunities for people to act more ethically and environmentally responsible as consumers. We are pleased
to have the Peak District Nappy Library attending these events. This is a local service designed to support
parents and carers in using reusable ‘cloth’ nappies, to help them save money and the environment.

Our TDEG Seed Swap group also now meets in the Tideswell Community Hall during the growing season,
alongside the Repair Café. You can donate your leftover seed packets, and obtain free seeds, and thereby
encourage more people to grow their own food.

Buying For Good Club

There are now 21 members of the Buying For Good Club — a
group of TDEG members who buy ethical and environmentally
friendly goods from the employee-owned wholesaler, Lembas. We
regularly put in orders every 4-6 weeks, as and when members
initiate a request, for a delivery to Tideswell. We arrange to share
larger quantities to get best value. You can see the full range of
products from Lembas, including foodstuffs, cleaning and personal
care products, here. To find out more or to join, please

email bfgclub@tdeg.org.uk .

Lembas deliveries arrive in Tideswell

Helping Nature Recover

Many local people, landowners and groups have been involved in helping nature to recover over the last
year. We were delighted to support four local groups who encourage children to enjoy nature and get involved
in caring for their area.

This year we’ve provided funding to Litton
Forest School, Tideswell's Preschool Group,
Bishop Pursglove School's Nature Club, and
the Nature Tots at Tideswell's Kitchen Garden.

Equipment for nature study, litter-picking and
other outdoor activities will help their work. This
was possible due to the wonderful generosity of
local people donating to our monthly Repair

Cafe. Many thanks! Nature tots making hedgehogs

Help for Hedgehogs

We established a new project in 2025 to gather data and provide advice and support to help our local
hedgehogs. Sadly the number of hedgehogs in the UK is in steep decline. But there is much we can do to
encourage them in our gardens and on other land. You can read more about supporting hedgehogs on our
new web page here.

More than thirty local residents across our whole area sent us their sightings of hedgehogs during 2025. Our
‘hedgehog champion’, Jane, has helped us to create a new hedgehog sightings map, and you can see the
2025 results here. Around 80 people attended our public meeting in May to hear Morag Boyd from the British
Hedgehog Preservation Society talk about why hedgehogs are in decline and share her top tips for helping
them.



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lembas.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CL.Crowe%40shu.ac.uk%7Ccb18d1c59150478d27be08defe228369%7C8968f6a1ac13472fb899f7316e439f43%7C0%7C0%7C639227621346594056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mz1n6tnr3N%2BeDqdP7sS1NTcyn%2F81qrGadH2JBIqIq8g%3D&reserved=0
mailto:bfgclub@tdeg.org.uk
https://tdeg.org.uk/tideswell-hedgehog-project/
https://tdeg.org.uk/hedgehog-sightings/

We were delighted to attend a 1st Tideswell Cubs meeting in March. The Cubs wanted to know all about
hedgehogs and why they are in decline. They were thrilled to meet Kirsty (from Ashford Wildlife Rehabilitation
Centre) with one of her rescued hedgehogs, Benji. They then made posters to highlight the best ways to
protect hedgehogs. You can read more about the event and see all the Cubs' posters here.
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One of the Cubs’ posters and Kirsty with Benji (who was released later in a nearby Tideswell garden — he’s
doing well!)

Save Our Swifts

Last summer, we joined up with the Derbyshire Dales Swift
Conservation Project to explore ways to help the swift population in
Tideswell. This work is being led by our indefatigable TDEG
member, Kathleen. You can read more about all the work Kathleen
and others have done for our swifts on the TDEG web site here.
Working together, 19 nest boxes and bricks were before our swifts
returned.

There was a slow start surveying this year due to the cold April/May
weather. Most of the Tideswell swifts didn’t return to their nests until
mid to late May. But it was lovely to hear the bells at St. John's
Church ringing out to welcome our swifts back at the beginning of
May - many thanks to our fabulous bell ringers. Our swift team also
led another Swift Walk for local residents in June.

Fixing swift boxes in Tideswell (with thanks to Jan from Nestworks)

The Tideswell swift surveying group had another successful year with an increase of swift nests found from
24 in 2025 to 32 in 2026. Although we have lost one swift nest due to house renovations, most of the
previously occupied nests from 2024/2025 were used in 2026. One star house increased the number of
nesting pairs from one to four!

The very sunny weather during June/July/August seemed to attract larger numbers of juvenile swifts
searching for their forever home. Three of the new swift boxes & bricks had lots of interest from the juveniles
who were banging the boxes and walls next to them. Hopefully some of these new boxes will be occupied
for the first time in 2027. During this year’s surveying we trialled a new mobile phone app provided by the
Derbyshire Swift Conservation project which should help improve swift surveying next year.

If you would like to join the Tidsa Swift Trackers group next April please contact Kathleen
(Kathleen.rigg@btinternet.com) or email us (info@tdeg.org.uk ).



https://tdeg.org.uk/hedgehogs-need-our-help/
https://tdeg.org.uk/swift-action/
mailto:info@tdeg.org.uk

Butterfly Surveys

A group of committed TDEG members have continued to undertake regular surveys of butterflies down
Tideswell Dale. This year saw a strong start in April, with numbers higher than last year, but surprisingly
perhaps, numbers were down during some of the hottest weeks - it can be too hot for butterflies!

In July our butterfly survey team came together for a first
Butterfly Picnic. It was a chance to thank volunteers who
record butterflies in Tideswell Dale on a weekly basis during
the spring and summer, in person. The team enjoyed sharing
tips and experiences.

A highlight of the event was news that the Essex Skipper
butterfly has arrived in Tideswell, putting us at the north-west
frontier of this butterfly’s gradually shifting range. Sharp-eyed
volunteer, Esther, was the first to spot the species locally and
submitted a photo to East Midlands Butterfly Conservation.

Green Hairstreak - taken by Rob, 2026

You can read a summary of last year’s sightings in Tideswell Dale by the co-ordinator, Fiona, here.

Rivers and Brooks Action

Following a great start last year, we now have a new project group leader, Yasmina, for our Rivers & Brooks
Group. We would like to thank Jill for getting the group established and off to a flying start. You can read
more about the work of the group on our web site here.

The group has continued its engagement with our local MP, John Whitby. We are delighted that John has
followed up his promise to raise the issues of sewage stormwater overflows and pharmaceutical pollution in
Tideswell Brook on several occasions at Westminster. It remains a shocking fact that in 2025, untreated
sewage was permitted to overflow into Tideswell Brook on 68 occasions (for a total of 772.40 hours). Severn
Trent Water agrees with us that this is unacceptable.

We have continued to lobby Severn Trent Water to
improve stormwater storage capacity and
wastewater treatment at the Tideswell Treatment
Works. Several members of the group met with
STW officers on site and explained our concerns.

We also hosted a well-attended public meeting
with STW officers in February 2026 when they
stated that they will meet a new target of improving
the situation at Tideswell Treatment Works before
2030, well in advance of elsewhere in the region.

Meeting Severn Trent Water on site — October 2025

New national legislation is still required — to better hold the water companies to account and also address the
issue of pharmaceutical pollution. We have added new pages to our web site - Take Action - Make Your
Voice Heard - encouraging our members to lobby the government and others on the issue of water quality.
For example, we provided local evidence to the government's Independent Water Commission on the state
of the water industry last year.



https://tdeg.org.uk/tideswell-dale-butterflies-in-2025/
https://tdeg.org.uk/rivers-and-brooks-group/
https://tdeg.org.uk/take-action-make-your-voice-heard/
https://tdeg.org.uk/take-action-make-your-voice-heard/
https://tdeg.org.uk/take-action-make-your-voice-heard/
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Litter Picking

The group has organised four
successful litter picks over this year.
These are always popular events —
a gentle ramble with friends and
family, in high vis. Check for further
litter picking events on our Meetings
and Events Calendar on our main
web site here.

Supporting Cycling

The Cycling group enjoyed relaunching their maintenance workshops
in partnership with Nev at the Peak Tri Store during the food festival
event.

Sessions are usually on the first Saturday of the month at Peak Tri
Store during warmer months, and include a demonstration of a
maintenance topic, combined with flexible time for people to practise
the topic or maintain their own bike with our kit and specialist support.
Nev has also provided special sessions for the 1st Tideswell Cubs and
Scoults.

The Rivers & Brooks Group are planning new campaigns over the
coming year. We want to support local residents and businesses to
do their bit to reduce pressure on our combined sewerage system.

This includes information about only flushing the ‘3 Ps’ (paper, pee
and poo) down our toilets — and nothing else. This can prevent
blockages and prevent sewage overflows. We also hope to
encourage householders and businesses to use fewer household

A new poster from the Rivers & Brooks Group

15t Tideswell Scouts listening
intently to bicycle maintenance tips

This year we have also successfully developed alternative maintenance support opportunities combined with
Peak Tri events, such as talks, to enhance collaboration between Peak Tri Store and the Eyam Brewery Tap

Room next door and reach a wider audience.



https://tdeg.org.uk/

4. How We Work

After seven years, Tideswell & District Environment Group (TDEG) now has seven project groups and over
230 members. You can find out more about our activities on our web site - https://tdeg.org.uk/ . This model
shows how our project groups, and their various subgroups, are organised, with our members at the centre
of all our work.

Current project groups
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This is how we work "

Under the TDEG umbrella, different project groups have been created depending on the interests of our
members. We would be pleased to have new project groups - so if you are keen to lead on a particular issue,
just get in touch with us, and we will see if other TDEG members are also interested.

We have a very simple structure. We have a formal constitution and honorary officers, mainly to qualify for
certain grants and to set up a bank account. Our honorary officers and project group leaders are elected at
our Annual General Meeting in June. The honorary officers during 2025-26 were:

Chair - vacant Treasurer - Neill Angier
Secretary - Fiona Hewer Communications -  Lynn Crowe

We also have an informal committee who meet to share information and support all our project groups.
Committee members during 2025-26 were:

Fiona Hewer Lynn Crowe Neill Angier Jules Fell
Helen Grainger Yasmina Hamaidia Allen Bower

Throughout the last year, other members have also assisted regularly in our work and attended committee
meetings. We’d particularly like to thank Phil and Laurie for their amazing work in establishing the Library of
Things, and Jane for organising our litter picking events.



https://tdeg.org.uk/

The TDEG committee has met four times during 2025 - 26. We always need new, enthusiastic members. So
if you are interested in becoming a member of our committee, please contact us at info@tdeg.org.uk.

We have also held four public meetings. At these meetings we have had some excellent speakers, followed
by group discussions, helping us to learn more about these issues and share ideas for making a difference.
The notes and presentations from these meetings can be found on our web site here.

25 June 2025 TDEG Annual General Meeting — Stories from our Repair Café celebrating our
amazing Repair Café volunteers.

21 October 2025 TDEG General Meeting — How do we futureproof Tideswell? With Phil Korbel — co-
founder of the Carbon Literacy Project.

18 February 2026 TDEG General meeting - Severn Trent Water’s plans for Tideswell Sewage Treatment
Works, and how we might help with officers from Severn Trent Water.

17 May 2026 TDEG General meeting - Think Hedgehog with Morag Boyd (British Hedgehog
Preservation Society), with tips for helping hedgehogs in gardens and green spaces.

TDEG members also had a great day at the Tideswell Food Festival in early May. Glorious sunshine helped
and lots of folk visited our stand. The hedgehog project was a big talking point. Lots of families also had a go
at the Planet Pizza game and learnt about the small changes we can all make to our diet to reduce our carbon
footprint.

As well as learning more about environmental issues through these excellent presentations, TDEG has its
own Facebook group page, where anyone can post information or tips, or share photos to celebrate our
activities and our local environment (although you do still need to join as a full member via our web site to
receive our regular newsletters). This is the |link for our Facebook page -
https://www.facebook.com/groups/394196491236274/.

If you would like to contact us about any of the projects in this report, or with any comments or
requests for information, just email us at: info@tdeg.org.uk .
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5. Financial Accounts 1/4/2025 — 31/3/26

Summary 1/4/2025 - 31/3/26

Opening balance, total funds on 15t April 2025 £4,377.85 Bank and cash
Year-end balance, total funds on 315 March 2026 £9,177.49 Bank and cash
Total income for the year £7,309.49
Grants
a. FoE for Rivers and Brooks Survey (see note 1) £500.00
b. Bingham Trust for Library of Things £3,000.00
c. Better Derbyshire Dales Fund for Library of Things £1,250.00
d. Tideswell Community Association for Library of Things £379.20
Repair Café and other income (see note 2) £2,180.29
Total Expenditure for the year £2,509.85
Library of Things (see note 3) £1070.38
Hall hire (see note 4) £587.75
Insurance £258.94
SumUp payment machine £85.32
Rivers and Brooks survey training £418.00
Subscription — Ethical Consumer £34.50
Food Festival — plot hire £35.00
Bank charges £19.96
Notes

1 - The FoE grant was awarded in 2024/25 for survey training. The money arrived in 2025/26.

2 - Includes donations and membership fees for the Library of Things and the Buying for Good Club.
Repair Cafe income is net of cash expenses.

3 - Purchase of a small number of new items to add to gifted and loaned initial stock

4 - Includes Tideswell Community Hall for Repair Cafe and Fountain Square Church for TDEG events.

Summary of Accounts — 31/3/26

1. Unallocated funds - Total £4 441 .47
2. Project Group allocations - Total £4,736.02
a. Library of Things £3,558.82
a. Repair Café £300.00
c. Rivers and Brooks Group £82.00
d. Wildlife Group £375.12
e. Nappy Project £246.97
f. Litter Pick Group £3.51
g. Buying for Good Club £115.00




