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THINK HEDGEHOG!

Hedgehogs in the Countryside



ìĲШƽŔũũШĦŸƻĲƖв

ÅPTES/BHPS т who we are and what we do.

ÅAbout hedgehogs

ÅThreats to hedgehogs and the decline in the 

population

ÅÑőŔŰťШőĲĬŊĲőŸŊвШůċŰċŊŔŰŊШũċŰĬШŉŸƖШ

hedgehogs

ÅOngoing projects т Hedgehog Street, NHMP, 

Big Hedgehog Map, SoBH



ÑőĲШÂĲŸƓũĲќƚШÑƖƨƚƣШ
for Endangered 
Species

ìĲќƻĲШĤĲĲŰШƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊШƨƓШŉŸƖШ
wildlife for nearly 50 years. With 
the help of scientists, 
conservationists, landowners, 
ċŰĬШƣőĲШŊĲŰĲƖċũШƓƨĤũŔĦЯШƽĲќƖĲШ
working to protect our delicately 
balanced ecosystem by bringing 
our most threatened species 
back from the brink.



British hedgehog 
preservation 
society.

BHPS is a registered UK Charity, founded 
in 1982, dedicated to helping & 
protecting hedgehogs native to the UK 
(Erinaceus europaeus).
Through our campaigns, advocacy and 
educational projects we work to raise 
awareness of the practical steps we can 
take to help reverse the decline of 
hedgehogs in the wild, improve their 
welfare and safeguard the future of this 
much-loved animal. We also fund 
research that provides important new 
insights into the conservation and 
welfare of hedgehogs.



About hedgehogs.

The West European hedgehog (erinacea Europaeus 

is:

ÅOne of 19 hedgehog species worldwide.

ÅBritain's only spiny mammal.

ÅNocturnal.

ÅOmnivorous, mainly invertebrates.

ÅUsually brown in colour.



Anatomy

ÅUnspecialised skeleton.

ÅGeneralised limb and girdle structure.

ÅShort neck and tail.

ÅVery specialised skin.



Anatomy: defence
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ШǃĲċƖШŔŰШƣőĲШũŔŉĲв

Winter Spring Summer Autumn





Hibernation

ÅHedgehogs need to be in good condition to survive hibernation т 
they need body fat to survive.

ÅSmall hedgehogs remain active into December, especially if fed.

ÅMale hedgehogs often enter hibernation before females, and rouse 
before females.

ÅMust weigh at least  450g, preferably more.

ÅArousal March/April.



Reproduction: babies

ÅAverage litter size 4-5. but rarely raise 
more than 3 to independence.

ÅHoglets are born blind, pink, and can be 
deserted or eaten if mother is 
disturbed.

ÅSpines are enclosed in a liquid filled 
sac but emerge quickly.

ÅLeave nest at 4-5 weeks, independent 
at 6 weeks.



Reproduction: maternal care

ÅMother may relocate young if nest is 
disturbed or becomes unsuitable (video 
Ą). 

ÅYoung accompany mother on foraging 
trips from nest after weaning (5 weeks).
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National Hedgehog Conservation Strategy

ÅDeveloped with wider stakeholders.
ÅInitial threat analysis followed by 3-day workshop to develop strategy.
ÅKey threats to address;

1. Decrease in 
natural food and 

habitat

2. Increased 
vehicle 

collisions

3. Unintentional 
mortality due to 

human 
intervention

4. Accidental 
death and 

misadventure

5. Toxin 
accumulation

6. Genetic 
isolation



National Hedgehog Monitoring Programme
ÅRandom Encounter Model (REM) 

methodology.
ÅNetwork of camera traps across sites.
ÅGenerates density estimates.



National Hedgehog Monitoring Programme
Why do we need a new monitoring programme?

ÅCurrent trends are based on relative changes rather than absolute densities

ÅNeed for a consistent methodology across different habitat types

ÅConcern & support from government; national and international targets 

ÅNew method offers opportunity to collect data on other species



National 
Hedgehog 
Monitoring 
Programme

National 
Hedgehog 

Conservation 
Strategy

Å Identify hotspots and at-risk 

populations

Å Targeted conservation action

Å Targets being reached?

Looking ahead



Hedgehog Highways

Ways to help 
garden 

hedgehogs





Reduce hazards
ÅMaking ponds safe

ÅDeal with litter and netting

ÅGo organic

ÅBonfires!

ÅChecking before mowing or 

strimming.

Ways to help


