Tideswell & District Environment Group

Annual Report 2023 - 2024

TDEG members have supported our two local primary schools with their own

environmental projects and Eco-councils

This is Tideswell & District Environment Group’s (TDEG) fifth annual report, covering the
period June 2023 - June 2024. There is some “official” information in here, but this is mainly
a celebration of the activities of the group over the last twelve months, and a thank you to
everyone who has contributed to our activities and supported us over the year.

The aim of the Tideswell & District Environment Group is to share
information and work together to improve the local and global

environment
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1. Thank You — A message from our Chair, Sue Barber

TDEG in all its forms has achieved a great deal this year. This is due to the hard work and dedication of the
same small number of people who have a vision of the future that is sustainable. Each part of TDEG tackles
a different aspect of this future. | hope that you will be proud of what they and you have done, when you read
this report. My thanks go to all the teams. As the saying goes "We do not need one person doing this perfectly,
we need a million people doing it imperfectly".

As our logo states “TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE”. At a personal level | have been pleased to speak about
TDEG to other groups, | have taken on the liaison between TDEG and Friends of the Earth, and helped to
restart the TDEG seed swap. All small things, but when we each do a small thing in our own area, the total
is amazing.

Thanks again to the existing committee, and welcome to potential members.
PLEASE JOIN US

If you would like to join us —it’s free. Just click on our web site — https://tdeg.org.uk/join-us/ and sign up to as
many of our project groups as you wish. You will then receive their regular email updates and TDEG
newsletters.

Some of the project groups are very specialised, some very practical, and there is a range of groups in-
between. Please read this annual report, and let us know what you can contribute in the future.

At our AGM in July, we will be celebrating all these successes.

We also hope to encourage more members to join our friendly committee and
find enthusiastic supporters who might be interested in leading either our
Climate Action Group or our Litter-picking Group. We need you!

If you would like to contact us about any of the projects in this report, or with any
comments or requests for information, just email us at: info@tdeg.org.uk .



https://tdeg.org.uk/join-us/
mailto:info@tdeg.org.uk

2. TDEG Successes

We have around 190 members on our mailing list and over 440 people following us on our group Facebook
page. We are encouraged by how many local people are interested and engaged in our activities. We hope
our web site (https://tdeg.org.uk/) reaches more people and encourages more involvement from everyone.

We have had terrific coverage for our activities in our local Village Voice magazine over the last year. Our
thanks to Alan Page and his team for their support.

Election Priorities

In March, all TDEG members were invited to discuss what our election priorities and questions might be for
candidates in two important elections held this year. In May, there was an election for the Mayor of the new
East Midlands Combined Authority, and the General Election date has been announced for 4 July (and may
already have been resolved as you read this report). Our members wanted to be prepared for the election
campaigns and to seek information about environmental policies from all the relevant candidates in our area.
You can read about these discussions on our web site - https://tdeg.org.uk/tideswell-district-environment-
group-election-priorities-questions-for-candidates/ .

Our project groups have also had many successes this year. Here are some of the highlights:

Climate Action Group

o Tideswell Heat Hub

In November, the Climate Action Group hosted the launch of the first Home Energy Advice Team (HEAT)
hub event for communities. The HEAT Hub is a new Government-funded project, delivered by charities
Nottingham Energy Partnership (NEP) and Marches Energy Agency (MEA) across Nottinghamshire and
Derbyshire.

The HEAT hub aims to support
householders by offering a free bespoke
home energy plan for people living in
traditional homes that are not connected to
the gas grid, located in conservation areas,
and that are difficult to insulate.

Around 20 householders took up the offer to
work with HEAT to develop a Home Energy
Plan and a number of these plans are now
turning into retrofit measures involving air
source heat pumps, solar PV and improved
thermal insulation.

To find out more about HEAT Hub, visit www.homeenergyadviceteamhub.uk or call 0115 985 3000.

Our TDEG Climate Action Group is still looking for a co-ordinator - please get in touch with us if you are
interested in this role. But our members are still involved in climate action activities through our partnerships
with other groups in the area, in particular the Friends of the Earth Local Action Group, and Derbyshire Dales
Community Energy (we hope to have some exciting announcements about the latter in the autumn). We
share information through our TDEG newsletter and our Facebook page.
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e Primary Education Partnerships

TDEG Members have supported Litton Primary School and Bishop Pursglove Primary School to establish
their own Eco Councils and develop a range of environmental projects towards the Eco-Schools award.

The Litton School Eco-council is now well-established and has focused on a range of different activities. In
the autumn term, their main priority was biodiversity — particularly Hedgehogs as endangered animals. They
have built Hedgehog homes in the school grounds, and they invited Kirstie from the Ashford Animal Rescue
and Rehabilitation to give an excellent presentation on Hedgehogs. At their Christmas Fair, we supported
their Eco-school stall and they raised £54.80 for Ashford Animal Rescue and Rehabilitation. TDEG were also
pleased to connect Litton School with the Peak District Ambassador Schools scheme.

Litton School are now focusing on litter, including planning a litter pick, and transport - including sourcing a
bike rack. They also took part in the RSPB Big Birdwatch in January and planted Teasels to help feed
Goldfinches.

Hedgehog Assembly RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch at Litton School

Bishop Pursglove School Eco Council decided that their three areas of focus for this year were to be litter,
marine (particularly avoiding single use plastics) and biodiversity. On World Book Day, they enjoyed reading
"Alba - the Hundred Year Old Fish", one of the pre-loved eco-books we gifted to them earlier in the year. The
book focuses on the impact of plastic and other waste in our oceans. The children made a wonderful collage
about the issue, and the children wore recycled outfits for the day. A recycling vehicle from Derbyshire Dales
District Council visited the school, to provide further information.

Bishop Pursglove School Eco Council A Fish Called Alba — Collage

We're looking for further support to help with our primary school activities. If you are interested, please contact
Andrea (email — info@tdeg.org.uk).
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Cycling Group

The Cycling Group has gone from strength to strength over this last year. Here are just some of their exciting
initiatives:

e The Cycling Maintenance Club meets on every first
Saturday in the month. This year they have joined
forces with Tideswell’s very own bike shop, Peak
Tri Store, Unit 7b, Meverill Road. Each month, the
group has a demonstration of a maintenance topic,
and flexible time for people to practise the
scheduled topic or maintain their own bike with our
kit and support.

e In April, the group helped to launch a new local
cycling routes book. Carina Humberstone's 'Scenic
Cycling in the Peak District' includes a mix of
circular road and easy trail/mountain biking routes,
based around our area of the Peak District. These
are carefully designed to avoid main roads and be
suitable for riders of any ability.

e The Cycling Group are also hoping to announce
the installation of a new bike rack at Litton School
imminently.

Ethical Consumer Group
The Ethical Consumer Group has led several exciting initiatives over the last year.

e Our Repair Café is flourishing and has been advising other groups in the area about setting up their own
repair cafes — the message spreads!

On International Repair Day in October, we invited all our local political representatives to sign up to the UK
Repair & Reuse Declaration. Over 250 organisations, politicians and other local repair cafes signed up to the
new declaration across the UK, including TDEG. We were delighted when our local District Councillor, Neil
Buttle, responded to our invitation and added his signature. Through this campaign, TDEG hopes that more
of us will consider repairing and reusing household items, rather than buying new stuff, as a real gain for the
environment.

As well as our usual great voluntary repairers, we are also pleased to have the Peak District Nappy
Library attending these events. This is a local service designed to support parents and carers in using
reusable ‘cloth’ nappies, to help them save money and the environment.

We were delighted when our Repair Café volunteers received Community Awards from Tideswell Parish
Council, as a thankyou for all their hard work during the last year.




~ TIDESWELL & DISTRICT
REPAIR CAFE

I have just paid my first visit to
the Tideswell Repair Cafeand |
wanted to thank everyone
involved for this excellent local
facility. From the welcoming |
Meet & Greet team to the very |
helpful repairers, they were so
pleasant and friendly. | would
especidally like to thank the
repairers (hamed) for their
patience and diligence in
diagnosing the fault on my
skeleton clock, and then
leaving no stone unturned in
finding a way to fix it. First |
class service, thank you. /

A satisfied customer The Peak District Cloth Nappy Library

All our repairers, our meet and greeters and our refreshments team give their time for free. People make
donations for their fixes, and their cuppas and homemade cakes. Thank you to everyone who has supported
us and let your friends and family know we are there on the third Saturday of every month 10am-12.30pm
(except August and December) at Tideswell Community Hall. You can find out more about the Repair Café
and how it works here. If you'd like to volunteer as a helper or repairer please email us -
repaircafe@tdeg.org.uk .

e Our TDEG Seed Swap group also now meets in the Tideswell Community Hall every month, alongside
the Repair Café. You can donate your leftover seed packets, and obtain free seeds, and thereby
encourage more people to grow their own food.

e There are now 19 members of the Buying For Good
Club — a group of TDEG members who buy ethical and
environmentally friendly goods from a local delivery
company. We regularly put in orders every 4-6 weeks,

as and when members initiate a request for a delivery.  § ':,{‘.:\,,“..'{:,'
Orders include dry and canned goods, oils, chilled . Ll

products such as tofus and dairy-free “yogurts”, eco-
friendly household products, tea, coffee and so much
more. We have the full range of the list that Lembas
sources, which you can see here. We can share larger
packs of things if others are interested, and we have a
WhatsApp group to do so.

To find out more or to join please emalil
bfgclub@tdeg.org.uk .
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Litter Picking Group

We organised a litter pick in November, with a good turn-out from local residents.

Our Litter Picking Group is currently without a lead co-ordinator. If you would like to help us organise just a
few regular litter picking events throughout the year, please get in touch with us — info@tdeg.org.uk. Some
members have used our equipment to undertake some informal litter picking — for which we are grateful.

Recycling Group

ey The Recycling Group continues to be involved in the dissemination of information
‘\‘ 0/( about recycling to the community via The Village Voice and through the TDEG
Facebook posts and on their web page.

Wildlife Group

The Wildlife Group has been celebrating our local wildlife and encouraging more wildlife to return to the area.

e We continue to record wildlife in our local area and also gardens and land where members are working
to protect and enhance nature, through our Going Wild project (more information here). Members have
also shared some of their most successful efforts to encourage more wildlife on their own land.

o Working in partnership with East Midlands Butterfly Conservation, our TDEG butterfly survey group has
continued to monitor changes in butterfly diversity and abundance in Tideswell Dale. We are also

hopeful of establishing a new survey route, in partnership with other local groups, on the Breedon site in
Hope, later in the year.
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e Last summer, the Wildlife Group ran a short programme of walks for everyone, including a bat walk in
Tideswell Dale, a wildflower walk in Millers Dale, and a stream dipping event aimed at families. One of
our most successful events was a visit to a local sheep and beef farm in Taddington. It was fascinating
to hear about the challenges of farming sustainably in our area.

Learning from our local farmers Stream dipping in Tideswell Dale

¢ We have continued to support local members involved in the Save Cressbrook Dale campaign by
highlighting the importance of the dale for its wildlife and landscape value. The Peak District National
Park Authority, having exhausted all the planning regulation processes, finally removed most of the
unauthorised development in December.

e Another project undertaken in partnership with
other groups in the Peak District - the Owl-Kestrel
Connect project - was completed. A total of 121
Barn Owl boxes, 60 Kestrel boxes, and 39 Little
Owl boxes were fixed at 70 different farm sites
across the Hope Valley and around Bradwell,
Tideswell and Taddington. These are currently
being monitored to assess any increased
breeding success.

A Barn Owl with a newly fledged chick




3. How We Work

After five years, Tideswell & District Environment Group (TDEG) now has six project groups and 190
members. You can find out more about our activities on our web site - https://tdeg.org.uk/ . This model shows

how our project groups, and their various subgroups, are organised, with our members at the centre of all
our work.

I Current project groups

Roadside Home
verges . Energy

Bird boxes

/. Education

Bicycle
Maintenance

Litter
Club

Picking

Repair
cafe

Community
Repair kit
\ / - Nappy
\ / o Ethical b
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. Good Club

This is how we work ~——

Under the TDEG umbrella, different project groups have been created depending on the interests of our
members. We would be pleased to have new project groups - so if you are keen to lead on a patrticular issue,
just get in touch with us, and we will see if other TDEG members are also interested.

We have a very simple structure. We do have a formal constitution and honorary officers, mainly to qualify
for certain grants and to set up a bank account. Our honorary officers are elected at our Annual General
Meeting in June. The honorary officers during 2023-24 were:

Chair - Sue Barber
Secretary - (to be confirmed)
Treasurer - Laura Saunders
Communications - Lynn Crowe

We also have an informal committee, made up of anyone who wishes to get more involved in supporting our
activities. Committee members during 2023-24 were:

Sue Barber Lynn Crowe Josie Kilner Julia Fell
Rob Mitson Andrea Mitson Bill Purvis Helen Grainger
Suzanne Leckie Adam Saunders Laura Saunders



https://tdeg.org.uk/

The TDEG committee has met three times during 2023-24. We always need new, enthusiastic members. So
if you are interested in becoming a member of our committee, please contact us at info@tdeg.org.uk.

As well as our separate project group events and our committee meetings, we have also held three general
meetings. At these meetings we have had some excellent speakers, followed by group discussions, helping
us to learn more about these issues and share ideas for making a difference. The notes and presentations
from all of these meetings can be found on our web site (https://tdeq.org.uk/tdeg-general-meeting-reports/).

28 June 2023 TDEG Annual General Meeting — with a presentation from the Hope Valley
Climate Action’s Travelling Light project, given by their Project Leader,
Marianne Quick.

15 November 2023 TDEG General Meeting — with a presentation from Chloe Palmer (local farming
and environmental consultant) on "How can we best support our farmers to help
nature recover?".

19 March 2024 TDEG General meeting — focusing on Members’ priorities and questions for our
candidates in the forthcoming elections for an East Midlands Mayor and the
General Election.

As well as learning more about environmental issues through these excellent presentations, TDEG has its
own Facebook group page, where anyone can post information or tips, or share photos to celebrate our
activities and our local environment (although you do need to join as a full member via our web site to receive
our newsletters). This is the link for our Facebook page -
https://www.facebook.com/groups/394196491236274/.

If you would like to contact us about any of the projects in this report, or with any comments or requests for
information, just email us at: info@tdeg.org.uk .
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4. Financial Accounts 1 April 2023 — 31 March 2024

End of year summary April 2023-2024

Brought forward from 2022-2023 £3,041.50
Income £3,104.14

Expenditure £2,507.63

Total at end of 2023-2024 £3,638.01

We are delighted that TDEG remains financially viable going forward. Significant funding has been secured
over the past year through various grants to enable our project groups to cover the costs of all activities.

We would like to thank all the individuals and organisations, particularly Derbyshire Dales District Council,
Derbyshire Dales Council for Voluntary Service, Tideswell Cares and Transition Buxton, who have supported
us over the last year. We would also like to thank our Repair Café volunteers and local people making
donations to their work, as they have also contributed funds for our projects this year.

Further details about the individual accounts of each of our project groups can be obtained on request by
contacting info@tdeg.org.uk .
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