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Our Bicycle Maintenance Club was launched in April 2023  

 

This is Tideswell & District Environment Group’s (TDEG) fourth annual report, covering the 

period June 2022- June 2023. There is some `official` information in here, but this is mainly 

a celebration of the activities of the group over the last twelve months, and a thank you to 

everyone who has contributed to our activities and supported us over the year. 

 

The aim of the Tideswell & District Environment Group is to share 

information and work together to improve the local and global 

environment
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1. Thank You – A message from our Chair 

We hope that you find the TDEG annual report interesting and informative. 

So much has been achieved over the past twelve months, by the stalwarts of our group, with the promise of 

much more to come. We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to our activities, and all the 

various partner organisations and funders who have supported our work.  

We welcome others to join us. Whether you are learning, whether you are teaching, whether you feel you 

are at the limit of what you can personally achieve, or at a loss to know what you can do to help the 

environment.  

YOU ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US. 

If you would like to join us – it’s free. Just click on our web site – https://tdeg.org.uk/join-us/ and sign up to 

as many of our project groups as you wish. You will then receive their regular email updates and TDEG 

newsletters. 

Some of the project groups are very specialised, some very practical, and there is a range of groups in-

between. Please read the annual report, and come back to tell us what you feel you can contribute in the 

future. If we each act in the best interests of the planet, in our own little corner, then together we can do 

amazing things. 

 

At our AGM in June, we will be celebrating all these successes. We also hope to 

find three enthusiastic supporters who might be interested in leading either our 

Climate Action Group or our Litter-picking Group, or acting as our TDEG 

Secretary for the coming year. We need you! 

 

If you would like to contact us about any of the projects in this report, or with any 

comments or requests for information, just email us at: info@tdeg.org.uk . 

https://tdeg.org.uk/join-us/


 

2. TDEG Project Group Successes 

With nearly 190 members on our mailing list and over 300 people following us on our Facebook page, we 

are encouraged by how many local people are interested and engaged in our activities.  

We are particularly pleased to have received lots of coverage in our local Village Voice, as this has helped 

us to share information and promote our activities. We hope our web site (https://tdeg.org.uk/) continues to 

reach more people and encourage more involvement from everyone. 

Our project groups have had many successes this year. Here are some of the highlights:  

 

Working with Others 

We are delighted that many of our successes this year have come about through working with and 

supporting other local groups. We can achieve so much more by working together. This also demonstrates 

how many community organisations are also concerned about environmental issues.  

At the end of October, St. John’s Church in Tideswell became a gorgeous 

explosion of colour, creativity and skill, with 24 banners designed to explore 

the theme of ‘ReMaking Paradise’. TDEG were delighted to help the Church 

steward the display, and also organised a visit by our marvellous 1st 

Tideswell Scouts. The Scouts acted as our `roving reporters` and carried out 

a careful assessment of each poster. You can read their reflections here. 

Later in the year, we also created a woodland display to illustrate the carol 

“The Holly and the Ivy” in the St.John’s Church Christmas carol exhibition. 

 

1st Tideswell Scouts also helped us to plant wildflowers at the Tideswell 

Community Park, at the invitation of the Tideswell Sports Association. As 

well as our local scouts’ group, we are also pleased to be working more 

closely with our local primary schools. 

 

1st Tideswell Scouts assessing one of the Eco Banners  

 

Climate Action Group 

The Climate Action Group have agreed to focus on three priorities this year: Home energy; Education; and 

the Climate Pathfinders Youth Forum.  

• Home Energy: 

 

- Members continue to develop resources to help people 

think about retrofitting their homes to reduce their 

carbon emissions. More information here . 

- A very successful Climate FRESK event was held in 

July, to learn more about the impacts of climate change 

on all our lives. 

- The United for Warm Homes launch event in October was well attended by groups from Tideswell and 

the surrounding area. This is an important campaign by Friends of the Earth to tackle the issues of 

staying warm, home energy and changing policy. We were delighted that several of the community 

groups attending the Warm Homes meeting then organised the Stay Warm Tideswell network as a 

response to the current crisis. 

https://tdeg.org.uk/
https://tdeg.org.uk/remaking-paradise-exhibition-of-eco-banners-at-st-johns-church-tideswell/
https://tdeg.org.uk/climate-action/


 

• Education: 

 
Sowing wildflowers 

 
Making bird boxes 

 
Making bird boxes 

 
- At the beginning of 2023, we offered environmental activities to the older pupils in Litton Primary School 

and Tideswell's Bishop Pursglove School. The pupils enjoyed activities on recycling, food waste, 

transport and, their favourite, biodiversity. The pupils finished their session with planning their own eco-

projects. These projects are in progress. Bird boxes, hedgehog homes and bug hotels were popular as 

well as sowing wildflower seeds to attract bees. 

- Litton School have continued with TDEG by starting an Eco-

council. Initially they discussed what environmental actions 

Litton School have in place which then revealed gaps to plan 

future actions. 

- In June 2023, Bishop Pursglove School Y2/3s will be 

revamping the school's bug hotel. Any offers of materials to fill 

the hotel would be amazing e.g. bricks with holes, pieces of 

logs, and also plants for growing a green roof - please email 

any offers to cag@tdeg.org.uk . Thank you. 

  
 

• Climate Pathfinders Youth Forum: 

 

- CPYF had a great day at Transition Buxton’s eco schools 
conference, which coincided with the UN conference on climate 
change (COP27). Young members were keen to share 
information and led a discussion on Fast Fashion facts and 
actions to take. 
 

- Climate Pathfinder Emily built a hedgehog home to help our 
endangered hedgehogs. Tucked behind the bug hotel at 
Tideswell Community Orchard, for shade and security, Emily 
hopes a hog will take up residence this autumn to hibernate. 

 
- Climate Pathfinders are always happy for more local young 

residents to join them. If you, or someone you know, wants to 
take action to help our environment or meet the decision makers 
get in touch at yf@tdeg.org.uk  
 

mailto:yf@tdeg.org.uk


 

Cycling Group 

The Cycling Group has gone from strength to strength over this last year. Here are just some of their 

exciting initiatives: 

• The group undertook a community cycling survey in June, to find out what was most needed to 

encourage people to cycle more in our area. 46 residents completed the survey. The main findings 

included engaging with local schools; voicing local concerns for action, particularly around safety; 

promoting local cycling initiatives; and offering local repair services were other popular initiatives. 

 

• The group held an open Launch event at Litton Village Hall 

in October, where local cyclists could learn about safe 

cycling routes, a new bike exchange service, Rural Action 

Derbyshire's Wheels to Work scheme, and free cycle 

training. People were also able to test out electric bikes 

provided by a local supplier. 

 

• A Community Cycling Maintenance Kit has been made 

available at the Tideswell Co-Op store in the Pot Market 

(thanks to the Co-Op for their assistance in this scheme). 

Look out for this poster in the Co-Op, and if you have any 

problems whilst out and about in Tideswell, you can ask to 

borrow the maintenance kit. The Cycle Group hopes this 

service will be used by visitors to the village, as well as local 

residents. 

 

 

 

 

• The latest venture is the launch of a new 

Bicycle Maintenance Club, with the support 

of a grant of nearly £1000 from Derbyshire 

County Council. This meets on the first 

Saturday of every month, from 3-5pm in the 

playground at Tideswell Old Grammar School. 

Anyone is welcome, as a one-off visit or every 

month to develop your bicycle knowledge. You 

can bring your bike, or just come to ask 

questions, listen and watch, or practise on one 

of our donated bikes. Learn more here. 

You can join the Cycling Group on the TDEG Join 

Us page and select the Cycling Group option 

there, or if you are already a TDEG member, just 

email us at info@tdeg.org.uk and we will add you 

to the Cycling Group mailing list. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tdeg.org.uk/bicycle-maintenance-club-launches/
https://tdeg.org.uk/join-us
https://tdeg.org.uk/join-us


 

Ethical Consumer Group 

The Ethical Consumer Group has led several exciting initiatives over the last year.  

• Our Repair Café has now passed its first birthday and our stats are looking good. These come from the 

Restarters calculator based on the data that we input after each session. 

 

They are all estimates, of course – but what a fantastic result!  

All our repairers, our meet and greeters and our refreshments team give their time for free. People 

make donations for their fixes and their cuppas and homemade cakes. Thank you to everyone who 

has supported us and let your friends and family know we are there on the 3rd Saturday of every 

month 10am-1pm (except August and December) at Tideswell Community Hall. You can find out 

more about the Repair Café and how it works here. If you’d like to volunteer as a helper or repairer 

please email us - repaircafe@tdeg.org.uk . 

We are just part of a much bigger picture, and you can take a look at the websites supporting 

Repair Cafés around the world : Repair Café International and Restarters (where you can also sign 

up as a supporter of our Repair Café). 

 

We’re looking forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of our volunteer repairers 

https://tdeg.org.uk/tideswell-district-repair-cafe/
mailto:repaircafe@tdeg.org.uk
https://www.repaircafe.org/en/
https://restarters.net/


 

• Our Plant and Seed Swap group have also had a very successful year. You can join the group’s 

mailing list to receive information about the seeds which they currently have available, or donate your 

own spare seeds, here . 

 

• There are now 19 members of the Buying For 

Good Club. We regularly put in orders every 4-6 

weeks, as and when members initiate a request 

for a delivery. Orders include flours, cereals, oils, 

canned goods, dried peas and beans, nuts, 

chilled products such as tofus and dairy-free 

“yogurts”, eco-friendly household products, tea, 

coffee and so much more. We have the full range 

of the list that Lembas sources, which you can 

see here. We can share larger packs of things if 

others are interested and we have a WhatsApp 

group to do so.  

 

To find out more or to join please email     

bfgclub@tdeg.org.uk .  

 

 

Litter Picking Group 

Our Litter Picking Group is currently without a lead co-ordinator. If you would like to help us organise just a 

few regular litter picking events throughout the year, please get in touch with us – info@tdeg.org.uk. Some 

members have used our equipment to undertake some informal litter picking – for which we are grateful.  

  

 

Recycling Group 

 

The Recycling Group continues to be involved in the dissemination of 

information about recycling to the community via The Village Voice and 

through the TDEG Facebook posts and on their web page. 

 

  

https://tdeg.org.uk/tideswell-district-seed-swap/
https://www.lembas.co.uk/
mailto:bfgclub@tdeg.org.uk
mailto:info@tdeg.org.uk
https://tdeg.org.uk/recycling/


 

Wildlife Group 

With nearly 100 members now on its mailing list, the Wildlife Group has been celebrating our local wildlife, 

and encouraging more wildlife to return to the area. Specific activities have included: 

• Last summer, the Wildlife Group ran a short programme of walks for 

everyone, including a bat walk in Tideswell Dale, a wildflower walk 

in Millers Dale, and a butterfly walk in Cressbrook Dale.  One of our 

most successful events was a visit to a local dairy farm in Great 

Longstone. It was fascinating to hear how this farmer was trying to 

reduce his carbon footprint and improve his land for wildlife, whilst 

running a sustainable business. 

 

This summer we will be organising more walks and activities so that 

more people can share in the wonderful wildlife in our local area. 

Keep an eye on our web page for more information. 

 

 

 
A Fragrant Orchid and Burnet Moth in Millers Dale 

 
 
 

• We have continued to support local members involved in the Save Cressbrook Dale campaign by 

highlighting the importance of the dale for its wildlife and landscape value.  

 

• Working in partnership with East Midlands Butterfly Conservation, our 

TDEG butterfly survey group has continued to monitor changes in 

butterfly diversity and abundance in Tideswell. 

 

• We have joined a new initiative with other groups in the Hope Valley 

and Buxton area to attract more owls and kestrels to our area – the 

Owl-Kestrel Connect project. This project Was awarded a £25,000 

Farming in Protected Landscapes grant this year. It has already 

provided 130 Barn Owl and Kestrel boxes to farmers in the wider area, 

with 36 in the TDEG area alone. The project will run for another year 

(boxes will continue to be monitored by local members for five years). 

 

Fixing a Barn Owl box in a local farmer’s barn 

 

 

• Our “Going Wild” project continues, around twenty 

local gardens and smallholdings have signed up to 

help create a connected network of green spaces for 

nature recovery across our area. This year we have 

produced a map to show all their activities, and to 

demonstrate how our network is developing. Several 

of the members are sharing their successes in 

encouraging more wildlife to their green spaces. You 

can see our map, read more about helping nature to 

recover, and sign up here.                                      

Nicky’s Hedgehog Heaven   
 

https://tdeg.org.uk/tdeg-summer-walks-2023/
https://tdeg.org.uk/going-wild


 

  

 
 

• We were delighted to be working again with 

the 1st Tideswell Scouts to improve Tideswell 

Community Park for wildlife. The Scouts 

helped us plant wildflowers and sowed Yellow 

Rattle seed on a very damp September 

morning. The results are already looking very 

good this summer. 

 

 

 

 

A job well done 

• We continue to record members’ wildlife sightings within five miles of 

Tideswell, to celebrate the wonderful wildlife in our local area. A 

quarterly blog celebrates all your sightings – you can post your own 

sightings and read more about your sightings here. 

 

Perhaps the strangest sighting this year happened in December 2022, 

when a Ring-necked Parakeet was seen on a bird feeder in a local 

garden. 

 

 

 

Ring-necked Parakeet  
 

 

  

https://tdeg.org.uk/wildlife-sightings/


 

3. How We Work 

After four years, Tideswell & District Environment Group (TDEG) now has six active project groups and 190 

members. You can find out more about our activities on our web site - https://tdeg.org.uk/ . This model 

shows how are project groups, and their various subgroups, are organised, with our members at the centre 

of all our work. 

 

Under the TDEG umbrella, different project groups have been created depending on the interests of our 

members. We would be pleased to have new project groups - so if you are keen to lead on a particular 

issue, just get in touch with us, and we will see if other TDEG members are also interested. 

We have a very simple structure. We do have a formal constitution and honorary officers, mainly to qualify 

for certain grants and to set up a bank account. Our honorary officers are elected at our Annual General 

Meeting in June. All TDEG Members have been sent an Annual Report will full names provided. The 

honorary officers during 2022-23 were: 

Chair -    Sue  

Secretary -    Deborah  

Treasurer -    Laura  

Communications -   Lynn  

 
We also have an informal Committee, made up of anyone who wishes to get more involved in supporting 

our activities. Committee members during 2022-2023 were: 

Lynn  Sheelagh   Deborah Sue  

Josie  Andrea   Bill  Helen  

Julia  Suzanne  Rob  Adam           Laura   

https://tdeg.org.uk/


 

      

The TDEG Committee has met four times during 2022-23. We always need new, enthusiastic members. So 

if you are interested in becoming a member of our Committee, please contact us at info@tdeg.org.uk. 

 

As well as our separate project group meetings and our Committee meetings, we have also held four 

general meetings, open to all. At these meetings we have had some excellent speakers, followed by group 

discussions, helping us to learn more about these issues and share ideas for making a difference. The 

notes and presentations from all of these meetings can be found on our web site (https://tdeg.org.uk/tdeg-

general-meeting-reports/).  

 

 

15 June 2022 TDEG Annual General Meeting – with a presentation from Professor Ian 

Rotherham, Emeritus Professor at Sheffield Hallam University, on ‘Landscapes 

Through Time – a Story of Dales, Moors and Meadows‘.  

 

19 October 2022 TDEG General Meeting – with a presentation from Fiona Dear, Co-Director of 
the Restart Project 
 

15 February 2023 TDEG General meeting – with a presentation from Jill Turner, on “Doing Good 
with Your Money”. 

  

26 April 2023 TDEG General meeting – showing the film “The Oil Machine”.  
  

As well as learning more about environmental issues through these excellent presentations, TDEG has its 

own Facebook group page, where anyone can post information or tips, or share photos to celebrate our 

activities and our local environment. This is the link for our Facebook page – 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/394196491236274/. 

If you would like to contact us about any of the projects in this report, or with any comments or requests for 

information, just email us at: info@tdeg.org.uk . 

 

 

  

mailto:info@tdeg.org.uk
https://tdeg.org.uk/tdeg-general-meeting-reports/
https://tdeg.org.uk/tdeg-general-meeting-reports/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/394196491236274/
mailto:info@tdeg.org.uk


 

4.  Financial Accounts 1 April 2022 – 31 March 2023 

Beginning of 2022:  £3,087.11 

End of 2023:   £3,041.50 

 

WHOLE GROUP GENERAL FUNDS Date Total (bank or cash) 

Carried forward (from 2021/22)  335.61 

Donations from Climate Fresk  30.76  

One third of insurance cost  (65.19) 

Committee meeting hall hire  (7.00) 

Wildlife meeting hall hire  (7.00) 

AGM donations  57.00 

Hall hire AGM and Climate Fresk  (54.00) 

AGM speaker expenses  (20.00) 

Climate Fresk speakers and cake costs  (39.00) 

Committee meeting hall hire  (10.50) 

Litton hall hire (cycling event)  (40.00) 

Hall donations for group meeting  14.46 

Repair kit for cycling project  (18.50) 

Hall donations from warmer homes event  45.50 

Cash donations from cycling event  5.00 

HG - cash for refreshments  (5.00) 

FSC hall hire (warmer homes + 19th oct)  (54.00) 

warmer homes leaflet  (181.28) 

COMMITTEE meeting January  (14.00) 

Leaflets repayment   4.80 

Leaflets repayment  3.00 

PARISH COUNCIL FROM BRADWELL PARISH CO 
 - leaflets repayment  60.00 

Donations from whole group meeting  35.52 

FSC booking Feb meeting  (27.00) 

   

   

Subtotals   

   

Total  49.18 

 

  



 

Project Group Funds 

REPAIR CAFÉ  Date Total (bank or cash) 

Carried forward (from 2021/22)  2,057.88 

4 Cutting mats  20/04/2022 (47.96) 

Shipping for repair cafe tools 27/04/2022 (6.86) 

Flyers 30/04/2022 (102.31) 

Food and drink 05/05/2022 (29.61) 

Tideswell community hall hire 30/05/2022 (186.00) 

Charity insurance (2/3) 30/05/2022 (130.37) 

Donations  26/06/2022 201.74 

Tea/coffee 26/06/2022 (11.64) 

Tea/coffee 24/03/2023 (9.55) 

Donations  16/07/2022 121.41 

Tea/coffee 16/07/2022 (7.50) 

Tideswell community hall hire 20/08/2022 (150.00) 

Donations  21/09/2022 111.35 

Donations  20/10/2022 201.00 

Gift for speaker 24/10/2022 (27.81) 

Cutting mats 24/10/2022 (14.16) 

Donations  25/11/2022 209.89 

Tea/coffee 25/11/2022 (8.00) 

Ethical consumer magazine subscription 10/12/2023 (29.95) 

Donations  21/01/2023 138.00 

Tideswell community hall hire 24/01/2024 (150.00) 

Donations  25/02/2023 120.10 

Printing Derbyshire Dales CVS 21/03/2023 (6.00) 

   

Sub totals   

Total (repair cafe + donations)  2,243.65 

Total donations  1,103.49 

 

CP YOUTH FORUM Date Total (bank or cash) 

Carried forward (from 2021/22) 01/04/2022 2.04 

Buxton Transition Donation for Zoom 15/02/2023 150 

Zoom license 13/03/2023 (143.88) 

   

Subtotals   

Total  8.16 



 

 

CLIMATE ACTION GROUP Date Total (bank or cash) 

Buxton transition schools project donation 04/03/2021 200 

Printing  23/03/2023 (7) 

   

Subtotals   

Total  193 

 

WILDLIFE GROUP Date Total (bank or cash) 

Carried forward (from 2021/22) 01/04/2022 70.56 

Carried forward (QGC trees project) 01/04/2022 500.00 

Room booking  28/02/2023 (7.00) 

   

Subtotals   

Total  563.56 

 

SUSTAINABLE FOOD  Date Total (bank or cash) 

Carried forward (from 2021/22) 01/04/2022 46.02  

Printer paper 27/04/2022 (9.09) 

   

Subtotals   

Total  36.93 

 

BUYING FOR GOOD CLUB Date Total (bank or cash) 

Carried forward  (from 2021/22)  75.00 

Membership payment 25/02/2023 5.00  

Membership payment 27/03/2023 5.00 

   

Subtotals   

Total  85.00 

 

  



 

 

CYCLING CLUB Date Total (bank or cash) 

Tideswell Cares Grant 06/04/2022 69.82  

Donation (at repair cafe) 01/02/2023 20 

Bike parts 06/04/0203 (65.22) 

Bike cleaning station equip 29/03/2023 (18.94) 

Bike stands 29/03/2023 (262.68) 

Invoice to Macadams for bike parts 29/03/2023 (250.96) 

   

Subtotals   

Total  (507.98) 

 

(Note - The Cycling Group were awarded a significant grant of £999 from Derbyshire County Council in late 

April. That will feature in the 2023-24 accounts.) 

 

NAPPY PROJECT Date Total (bank or cash) 

Grant from Better Derbyshire Dales 16/02/2023 250.00 

Nappy library donations/sales 26/02/2023 120.00 

   

Subtotals   

Total  370.00 

 

 

We are delighted that TDEG remains financially viable going forward. Significant funding has been secured 

over the past year through various grants to enable our project groups to cover the costs of all activities. 

We would like to thank all the individuals and organisations, particularly Derbyshire County Council, 

Tideswell Cares and Transition Buxton, who have supported us over the last year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report was produced by the TDEG Committee (June 2023) 


