Tideswell & District Environment Group
Annual Report 2019-2020

Little Owl, Hay Dale (Photo credit - Howard Crowe)

This is Tideswell & District Environment Group's (TDEG) first annual report, covering the
period June 2019- June 2020. There is some `official` information in here, but this is mainly
a celebration of the activities of the group over the last twelve months, and a thank you to
everyone who has contributed to our activities and supported us over the year.

The aim of the Tideswell & District Environment Group is to share
information and work together to improve the local and global
environment
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1. Beginnings
On 19 June 2019, a group of around 30 local residents got together to establish a new environment group
in Tideswell and the surrounding district. This followed a meeting of a small group of friends who shared a
growing concern about local and global environmental issues, and the recognition that we needed to take
urgent action both as individuals, and within our own community.
We wanted an informal structure, focused on taking action and getting things done. So at that first meeting
in Fountain Square Church, we agreed anyone could create a project group focused on an issue of interest
to them, which would then sit under the main Tideswell & District Environment Group umbrella.
We decided we would not have membership subscriptions, as we wanted as many people as possible to
get involved in our activities. We also agreed that members could join from any of the surrounding areas
around Tideswell. Since then, our mailing list has grown to over 90 members, and a similar number follow
our Facebook group page.

One of our general TDEG meetings at the Fountain Square Church - always popular!

2. How We Work
We have a very simple structure. We have a formal constitution and honorary officers, largely in order to
qualify for certain grants and to set up a bank account. Our honorary officers are elected at our Annual
General Meeting in June. The honorary officers during 2019-2020 were:
Chair Secretary Treasurer Communications lead -

Lynn Crowe
Andrea Mitson (with the support of Alice Overton in the last month)
Rob Mitson
Claire McKenzie

We also have an informal Steering Group, made up of anyone who wishes to get more involved in the
planning and managing of our activities. Steering Group members during 2019-2020 were:
Lynn Crowe
Steve Elliott
Julia Fell

Sheelagh Handy
Josie Kilner
Suzanne Leckie

Claire McKenzie
Andrea Mitson
Rob Mitson

Alice Overton
Bill Purvis
Richard Thorowgood
Ben Twelves

The TDEG Steering Group has met four times during 2019 - 2020. If you are interested in becoming a
member of our Steering Group, please contact us at info@tdeg.org.uk.
As well as our Steering Group meetings, we have also held four general meetings (and another meeting
postponed due to the corona virus restrictions). At these meetings we have had some excellent speakers,
followed by group discussions, helping us to learn more about these issues and share ideas for making a
difference.
19 June 2019 -

Our founding meeting

25 September 2019 -

Faith Johnson (Peak District Environmental Quality Mark) on "Encouraging
sustainable businesses" and "A 7-Point Action Plan to Save the World".
John Ellicock (Hathersage Swift Group) on "Action for swifts, owls and other
birds".
Anne Welch (Derbyshire County Council Waste Management Team) on
"Recycling - can we do more?"
Roz Lees (Dark Peak Ranger, National Trust) on "Climate Action on the Moors"
- postponed, presentations posted on our Facebook group page).

27 November 2019 5 February 2020 (1 April 2020 -

As well as learning more about environmental issues through these excellent presentations, TDEG has its
own Facebook group page, where anyone can post information or tips, or share photos to celebrate our
activities and our local environment. This is the link for our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/394196491236274/.
Under the TDEG umbrella, different project groups have been created depending on the interests of our
members. During 2019-2020, these project groups have been: Climate Action; Ethical Consumerism;
Greening Business; Litter Picking; Recycling; and Wildlife. Each project group is led by one of its members,
and these project leads organise meetings and activities, and report regularly to the TDEG Steering Group.
We would be pleased to have new project groups - so if you are keen to lead on a particular issue, just get
in touch with us, and we will see if other TDEG members are also interested.

3. Successes
With nearly 100 members on our mailing list and following us on our Facebook page, we are encouraged
by how many local people are interested and engaged in our activities. We have grown quickly from a small
group of friends meeting in a local pub, to a large, active group.
We are particularly pleased to have received lots of coverage in our local Village Voice, as this has helped
us to share information and promote our activities. We are also pleased to be developing our own web site,
which we hope will mean we can reach more people and encourage more involvement from everyone.
Our project groups have had many successes this year. Here are some highlights:

Recycling
The Recycling group has been very active - here are just some of their highlights:


The group has improved people’s general knowledge about kerbside
recycling and ways to recycle other items, through Facebook, the
Village Voice’s Did You Know? section, and the production of a leaflet
delivered to all households in the area.



They set up ‘Rob’s Recycling Revelations’ - one of the most popular and
successful initiatives being the recycling of crisp packets, with a
collection point at the Co-op and local pubs saving their empty packets
too for Terracycling.



They have provided ‘pop-up’ recycling facilities at Fountain Square
Church during TDEG meetings, enabling people to recycle and reuse a
range of items, from IT equipment to old toothbrushes and make-up
containers, from stamps to old Quality Street/Celebrations tubs!


Two members of the
group ran a recycling
session with our local
cubs, and helped the
boys and girls to
produce posters on
recycling. One of the
posters was included in
the leaflet and the
TDCA welcome pack for
new residents to the
village.

Poster by Josie Weir


They organised an enlightening and well-attended talk by Anne Welch from DCC in February on how
our waste is recycled and what waste we should and shouldn’t be recycling.



They work together with the Litter Picking group to recycle finds from their regular litter picks, and are
working with other local groups and organisations (including the Tideswell & District Community
Association, and Tideswell Parish Council) to improve recycling and reduce waste in the local area.

The Recycling group currently needs a new leader. If you are interested in helping to plan and co-ordinate
the work of this very active group, please get in touch with us by email at info@tdeg.org.uk .

Climate Action
After only a few months activity, the Climate Action group
has:


Supported each other with individual actions, such as
sharing ideas with colleagues in the workplace on how to
reduce their carbon footprint, and campaigning against
fossil fuel expansion.



Produced a spring newsletter - delivered throughout the
area, made available in Litton shop, and published on
the TDEG Facebook page - on the topic of domestic
energy, with tips on ways to reduce home energy use,
and signposting to helpful websites and a carbon
footprint calculator.



Planned a talk by Roz Lees, a National Trust High Peak
Ranger, for the April TDEG meeting, about climate
action and the management of peat bogs. Unfortunately,
this meeting had to be cancelled due to the coronavirus.



Established a link with Tideswell Parish Council with the
aim of providing support for climate action relevant to
council business.

Ethical Consumerism
The Ethical Consumerism group has:


Set up and made good use of their Facebook page – Tideswell Ethical Consumer Group - with 97
members to date - to promote and inform people about ethical consumerism.



Organised a talk in June by Ruth Strange from the Ethical Consumer magazine on the impact of the
fashion industry on the environment. A planned ‘Choose to Reuse’ clothes swap/sale, which was to
follow this talk, has had to be postponed due to the coronavirus.



Used the magazine Ethical Consumer to drive discussion, learn about ethical businesses, sustainability
and share ideas about ethical consumerism, recycling, reusing and repurposing.

(photo credit - www.ethicalconsumer.org)



Used the magazine’s product guide in
October to learn more about the
fashion industry and the ethical
purchase of clothing.



Shared via Facebook ‘5 steps to make
a
difference’:
buy
second-hand
clothing; buy less clothing; opt for fair
trade products; purchase organicallymade, good quality clothes; and avoid
animal materials in clothes.

Greening Business
Working with local businesses, this group has been helping them to find
ways of reducing their carbon footprint through carrying out environmental
audits and looking at grants that would support their actions in greening
their business, e.g. investing in energy-saving technologies, upgrading
electrical equipment etc.
Highlights include:


Organising Faith Johnson’s interesting and informative talk to TDEG in September about the Peak
District Environmental Quality Mark (EQM), helping local businesses in their endeavours to become
greener.



Applying for lottery funding, with nine other Derbyshire community groups, to help deliver net zero
carbon plans for the future.



Supporting a group of small local businesses to apply to join the Derbyshire De-Carbonise Project,
which provides free carbon reduction audits, a report of recommended improvements and a ‘package of
support’ grant for the company to invest in such energy-saving improvements. One local business,
Plasma Coatings, has recently received approval for a De-Carbonise grant of £6,000.

This group is currently without a project group leader, so if anyone is interested in co-ordinating the
activities of the Greening Business Group, please get in touch with us by email at info@tdeg.org.uk .

Litter Picking
Our Litter Picking group has been out in all weathers, organising
litter picking sessions in and around the village by a sizeable group
of supporters. In addition, they have:


Sorted litter into different waste groups so that glass, plastic
and paper can be recycled.



Through advertising on Freegle, received donations of secondhand hi-viz gilets and litter sacks; borrowed litter picking sticks
from Derbyshire Dales District Council; and put plans in place
to buy anything the group is short of with the grant funding
received from DDDC.



Further plans from the
group include preventative
work, such as education
on why people should not
litter in the first place, e.g.
it is unsightly, a danger to
public health and wildlife,
can be a fire hazard, and
is costly to clean up.

Wildlife
This group has been finding out about our local wildlife,
celebrating the wildlife we have, and encouraging more wildlife to
return to the local area. Specific activities include:


Undertaking a survey to see whether people had seen swifts,
owls or hedgehogs in the local area, and also to find out if
there was other wildlife in which people were particularly
interested.



Contacting the Peak District National Park Authority (as our
planning authority), where members have expressed concern
about development with an impact on local wildlife.



Organising a fascinating talk by John Ellicock from Hathersage Action for Swifts for the TDEG meeting
in November, and establishing their own local swift project, for which they managed to secure grant aid
from the Peak District National Park Authority and Derbyshire Dales District Council. This was used to
finance swift nesting boxes and fix them on houses in and around the area, and at Bishop Pursglove
School.



Producing a leaflet about swifts to encourage people to look out for our returning swifts and post
pictures of sightings on the TDEG Facebook page.



Liaising with other local organisations, including the Tideswell & District Sports Association and
Tideswell Parish Council, to help manage land for wildlife in our area.



Through working in partnership with Tideswell Parish Council, encouraging wild flowers on our public
land and roadside verges through more effective methods of maintenance.



Future plans include expanding the swift project over the coming year, and also helping tawny owls and
barn owls to thrive. We also want to work closely with our Climate Action group on shared priorities
such as tree-planting.

4. Thank You
We would like to thank everyone who has supported us during the past year, whether just by attending our
events or getting involved in our activities. We would like to particularly thank those people who have
contributed to our Steering Group meetings, and to the activities of each project group.
We have also received significant financial support and encouragement from various agencies, and we
would like to thank them all for their support. Derbyshire Dales District Council (via Cllr Neil Buttle) has
provided funds to enable to us to hold our meetings and cover general expenses, and we are pleased to
have welcomed Neil at many of our meetings; his continuing support is much appreciated. The Peak
District National Park Authority provided grant aid to the provider of our swift boxes, which then allowed us
to obtain and fix our nest boxes at a significantly reduced cost to local residents. Derbyshire County Council
(via Cllr Simon Spencer) and Tideswell & District Community Association have contributed to the
development of our new web site. We also thank Future Considerations Ltd for allowing us to share some
of their software to hold our online meetings during lockdown this year.
We have also worked closely with other organisations, including Tideswell Parish Council, Tideswell &
District Sports Association, and the Hathersage Swift Group. We hope to continue this level of partnership
working and collaboration in the future.

5. Financial Accounts 2019-2020

Our thanks go to Neil Buttle (DDDC) for his financial support at the outset to make sure we were a viable
group by ensuring our running costs were covered. However, voluntary contributions of £1-£2 from
attendees at our four meetings have adequately covered the running costs of those meetings so all the
funding from DDDC will go directly towards funding actions within the project groups.
TDEG remain financially viable going forward and significant funding was secured in April 2020 to cover
fully the costs of developing and maintaining our own TDEG website.

